
C
anada’s

N
orthw

est
&

L
ouis

R
iel

T
im

eline
.
.
.

..D
ennis

J.
F

isher
1670

-
K

ing
of

E
ngland

gives
R

upert’s
L

and
to

H
udson’s

B
ay

C
om

pany
-

M
ay

2
-

“duM
ai”

1844
-

O
ct.22

-
L

ouis
R

iel
born

in
the

R
ed

R
iver

settlem
ent

1858
-A

rchbishop
T

ache
sends

R
iel

14,
and

three
others

to
low

er
C

anada
-

educated
for

priesthood
1864

-
R

iel’s
father

dies
and

he
leaves

college
to

w
ork

in
M

ontreal
as

law
clerk

and
support

fam
ily

1866-1868
-

R
iel

w
orks

in
C

hicago
and

St.
Paul

(sales
clerk)..

.returns
to

R
ed

R
iver

in
1968

1869
-

H
.B

.C
o

agree
to

sell
R

upert’s
L

and
to

C
anadian

governm
ent

for
£3

00,00
1869

-
O

ct.11-
C

dn.
Surveyors

in
R

ed
R

iver
angers

residents
-

L
ouis

R
iel

chosen
to

confrontteam
1869

-
O

ct.30
-

Lt.
G

ov.W
.M

cD
ougall

to
m

anage
new

land,
arrives

atP
em

bina
-L

.R
.

says
not

w
elcom

e
1869

-N
ov.2

-
R

iel
and

about
100

M
étis

capture
Fort

G
arry

w
ithoutm

eeting
resistance

1869
-

D
ec.10

-
R

iel
announces

form
ation

ofprovisional
governm

ent,
headed

by
him

self
1870

-
Feb.10

-
C

onvention
of40

M
étis

&
E

nglish
delegates

elect
R

iel
as

president
ofprovisional

govt.
1870

-
M

ar.4
-

T
hom

as
Scott

im
prisoned

and
executed

by
M

étis
court-m

artial
-

O
ntario

outraged
1870

-
Spring

-
C

anadian
governm

ent
agrees

w
ith

plan
to

m
ake

R
ed

R
iver

settlem
ent

in
new

province.
1870

-
June

19
-

M
anitoba

becom
es

a
province

-
M

étis
land

guaranteed
-

am
nesty

for
M

étis
m

ilitants
1870

-A
ug.

A
m

nesty
not

in
w

riting
-

12,000
troops

arrive
-

R
id

crosses
border

to
U

SA
1873

-
June

-
R

iel
leaves

hom
e

at
St.Paul,

M
N

.
and

returns
to

R
ed

R
iver

to
seek

election
as

M
.P.

1873
-N

ov.
-R

id
elected

to
P

arliam
ent

-goes
to

N
.Y

.
in

hiding
-

$5000
rew

ard
on

his
head

(Scott).
1874

-A
pril

-
R

iel
re-elected

to
H

ouse
of

C
om

m
ons

-
house

votes
to

expel
him

.
(R

iel
thrice

elected)
1875

-
Feb.

G
ovt.

grant
am

nesty
to

all
M

étis.
R

iel
w

ho
is

granted
am

nesty
ifhe

leaves
C

anada
-5

years
1875

-
D

ec.
R

id
m

eets
w

ith
Pres,

U
lysses

G
rant

w
ho

suggests
U

.S.
citizenship

-

1875
-

D
ec.

R
iel

has
vision

in
W

ashington
-

H
oly

Spirit
-

see
him

selfas
“P

rophet
ofthe

N
ew

W
orld”

1876
-

R
iel’s

friends
report

strange
behaviour

and
is

adm
itted

to
asylum

in
M

ontreal
1878

-
Jan.

A
fter

2
years

in
Q

uebec
asylum

s
R

iel
is

released
and

heads
w

est,
finally

settling
in

M
ontana

1880
-

Spring
-

R
iel

tries
to

organize
local

M
étis/Indians

to
invade

C
anada

-m
akes

a
living

trading
goods

1881
-

A
pril-R

iel
m

arries
M

étis
M

arguerite
B

ellehum
eur,

21-
m

arriage
blessed

at
C

arroll
in

M
arch

1882
1882

-
M

ay
9

-
R

id’s
first

child
-

son
Jean

born
at

C
arroll,

M
ontana

1883
-

R
id

becom
es

an
U

SA
citizen-

settles
at

St.
Peter’s

M
ission

on
Sun

R
iver,

M
T

.
-teaches

school
1883

-
Sept.

-
M

arie
A

ngelique
R

iel
born

at
St.

Peter’s
M

ission
1884

-
M

étis
and

E
nglish

settlers
unhappy

w
ith

C
anadian

governm
ent

-
P.A

.
m

eeting
lists

grievances
1884

-
M

étis
&

others
decide

they
need

help
from

L
ouis

R
iel

-pick
delegation

to
travel

to
M

ontana
1884

-
M

ay
18

-
G

abriel
D

um
ont,

M
oise

O
uellette,

M
ichel

D
um

as
&

Jam
es

Isbister
leave

B
atoche

1884
-

Sunday
June

4
-

D
elegation

arrives
at

St.
Peter’s.

Sunday,
R

iel
at

M
ass

-
Seek

his
return.

1884
-

R
iel’s

reported
reply:

“T
his

is
the

fourth,there
are

four
ofyou,

T
w

ill
need

four
days

to
reply’

1884
-

M
onday

June
5th

-
R

iel
answ

ers
in

w
riting:

“I
record

it
as

one
of the

gratifications
ofm

y
life”

1884
-June

10
-

R
iel,

w
ith

M
arguerite

and
children

in
cart, join

caravan
headed

for
B

atoche.
1884

-
July

1
-

R
iel

and
party

arrive
at F

ish
C

reek
on

the
banks

ofthe
South

S
askatchew

an
R

iver.
1884

-
July

5
-

R
iel

arrives
at

B
atoche

-
w

ork
w

ith
W

.H
.

Jackson
shaping

grievance
petition.

1884-
July

8
-R

id’s
firstpublic

m
eeting

in
front

of cousin
C

harles
N

olin’s
hom

e
at

B
atoche

1884-
July

19-
R

iel
has

m
ass

m
eeting

w
ith

P.A
.settlers,

w
ith

C
hiefB

ig
B

ear
1884

-
July

28
-

W
illiam

H
.

Jackson
issues

m
anifesto

of
Settler’s

U
nion

grievances
&

dem
ands

1 884
-

D
ec.16

-
R

id
negotiates

w
ith

PM
O

to
get

m
oney

for
M

étis
-

efforts
prove

fruitless
1885

-
Jan.28

-
C

abinet
authorizes

creation
of

3
person

com
m

ission
to

review
M

étis
claim

s
1885

-
M

ar.5
-

R
id

&
M

étis
in

secretm
eeting-save

country
from

governm
ent-take

up
arm

s
if necessary

1885
-

M
ar.18

-
M

étis
seize

control
ofB

atoche
church

-
take

hostages
-

cuttelegraph
line

at
C

larks
X

ing
1885

-
M

ar.26
-M

étis
engage

in
unplanned

skirm
ish

w
ith

police
near

D
uck

L
ake-

12
N

W
M

P
killed.

1885
-

M
ar.

27
-N

W
M

P
&

settlers
abandon

Ft.
C

arlton
(burned

in
process)

and
retreatto

Prince
A

lbert
1885

-
M

ar.28
-N

ew
s

reaches
O

ttaw
a-

C
dn.

M
ilitia

Forces
under

G
en.

M
iddleton

to
head

w
est.

1885
-

M
ar.30

-
Siege

of
Ft.B

attleford
begins

-
Indian

A
gent

refuses
to

m
eet

P
oundm

aker-
stores

looted
1885

-M
ar.31

-
M

étis
forces

construct
defensive

system
of trenches

at
B

atoche-
prepare

for
fighting

1885
-

A
pril

2-
Frog

L
ake

M
assacre

-
Poundm

aker’s
w

arriors
kill

A
gent

Q
uinn

and
eight

w
hites

1885
-A

pril
17

-
Fort

Pitttaken
by

B
ig

B
ear’s

w
arriors

-N
W

M
P

evacuate
Fort

-
lives

spared
1885

-A
pril

24-D
um

ont’s
M

étis
am

bush
M

iddleton
&

troops
at Fish

C
reek-lO

soldiers
die-43

w
ounded

1885
-

M
ay

2
-

C
ol.

O
tter

attacks
P

oundm
aker

cam
p

at
C

ut
K

nife
H

ill-
O

tter
forced

to
w

ithdraw
.

1885
-

M
ay

7-
A

fter
2

w
eek

recovery
M

iddleton
and

troops
m

arch
north

along
river

to
B

atoche.
1885

-
M

ay
9

-
T

roops
aboard

steam
er

N
orthcote

sail
to

B
atoche-

M
étis

disable
vessel

w
ith

ferry
cable.

1885
-

M
ay

9-12
-

T
he

B
attle

of
B

atoche-
troops

slow
ly

defeat
M

étis
-

1885
-

M
ay

15
-

L
ouis

R
iel

surrenders/captured
-

brought
to

B
atoche

by
H

ourie,
D

iehl
&

A
rm

strong

1885
-

M
ay

16
-

G
abriel

D
um

ont not
seen

in
area

-
escaped

w
ith

a
few

M
étis

to
U

SA
-photo

in
H

avre

1885
-

July
6

-
L

ouis
R

iel
charged

w
ith

treason
at

R
egina, N

.W
.T

.
T

rial
begins

on
July

2
0

t
h

1885
-

A
ug.1

-
Jury

convicts
R

iel
.Judge

R
ichardson

has
to

pass
dow

n
death

sentence,
by

law
.

1885
-

Sept.9
-

C
ourt

of
Q

ueen
B

ench
rejects

R
iel’s

appeal
-

M
edical

C
om

m
ission

rejects
insanity

aspect

1885
-

Sept.
18

-
O

riginal
date

for
hanging

changed
because

of
appeals

-
new

date
announced

N
ov/l 6th

1885
-N

ov.16
-

L
ouis

R
iel

dies
on

gallow
s

-
pronounced

dead
at

8:21am

2010
-M

ay
-C

anada
com

m
em

orates
the

1
2

5
t
h

anniversary
of the

1885
N

W
R

ebellion
-m

any
functions


